NEW YORE HERALD, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 1868.~TRIPLE SHEET.

NEW YORK HERALD.

BROADWAY AND ANN STREET.

JAMES GORDON BENNETT,
FROPRIETOR,

——

All business or news letters and telegraphic
despatches must be addressed New Yorx
jBenaro.
¥ Letters and packages should be properly
“pealed.
, Rejected communications will not be re-

»

turned.

Weolume XXXIIT...ccooivmmsrninnarnins
e

F— [ T -

AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

! NEW YORK THEATRE, opposlte New Tork Hotel=
UNpEk TR UASLIGHT,

‘aaemnnt OF MUSIU, Fourleenth street,—Bommumisx
JIRL.

¥ OLYMPIC THEATRE. Broadway.—A Mipsumszk

'Micut's Drxan.

¥ WALLACK'S THEATRE, Broadway snd I3th nlreet —
Ouiven Twist.

{ THEATRE FRANCAIS, Fourtecnth stroel.—Manre Ax-
FOINETTE,

| BROADWAY THEATRE, Broadway.—Minr BrTUisT.
I

Laowxnr THEATRE, Bowery,—~CLaups DyviL—Jexsy
B,

ANVARD'S OPERA HOUSE AND l!(!!“t‘]"‘. Rroad.
'a.w aod Thirueth streel—0Oun Muruat Friesp, Matiues.

' WEW YORK OIRCUR, Fourteenth sirech —Cruxasrics,
Equestriaxiss, & Matinee st 2%,

THEATRE COMIQUE, 5l4 Broadway.—~llisuox Coumni.
®ati0% Twovre.  Mailnes at 2.

KELLY & LEON'S MINSTRELR. 730

Broadway, —Soxcs,
axcEs, EcceNtmioities, BurLesques, &

SAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS, 58 Broadway.—FErmmn-
Piax ENTERTAIXMENTY, SiNGiNg, DAxciNG axp Bumtmsguas

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE, 201 Bowery,—Couic
Vocautss, Nacko Mixstrucsr, &0, Matioes at 24,

BUTLER'S AMERIOCAN THEATRE, 472 Broadway.—
Bawver, Farce, Pantosiue, &c.

BUNYAN HALL, Broadway aod Fiftesalh siresl—Tan
PiLouin.

STEINWAY HALL.—Grawp Coxcsar.

HOOLEY'S OPERA HOUSE, Brooklyn,—Etmioran
MixsTeeisy, DALLADS aND BURLESQUES,

NEW YORK MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, 618 Broadway. =
Boiexce avp ARt
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New York, Wednesdny, Janunry 5. 1865.

THEE NEWS.

EUROPE.
The news report by the Atlantic cable ia dated yester-
day, Jaouary T,

P agamst the intrigues of Russia in
Roumania

The new gold flelds discoverad near the Amoor river
are exleneive and of great yield Ruossian troops guard
the mines

+ Counsols, 02'for meney injLondon, Five-twenties, 7175
/872 in London aod 76} in Frankfort.
! Cotton casier in Liverpool. Breadsiuffe easzier, and
‘provisions without marked change,
CONGRESS.

I the RBenate yesterday Mr. WHson, of Mass, Iniro-
duced & bill o rempve the Governor mnd other Stale
cilicers of Georgia and empowering the R on
Convenkion to Gil the ¥ Mr. 8 's bily,
which was passod befors the recess, bul bas not been
returned by the President, for secoring equal rights in
the District was referred to the Judiciary Committes,
on & question whether it bad fallen through or become
s law by the failure to reloro it om the part of the
Fresident. The bill to repeal the internal evenue tax
ol cotion was taken up and passed, with an smeodment
providing for the resumption of the tax after 1565, A
synopsis of the report of Sepator Howsrd on the re-
movyl of Secretary Stanton, whish wae completed om
Monday night, will be found h in our
this morning.

In the House a jolot resolution authorizing the sale of
all the iron-clad vessels no longer required by the ser-
wire caused considersble discussion, and was foally
passod, A bill to prevent frauds in the golleclion of
tazes oo distilied whiskey was reported from the Com-
mittes on Ways and Mesns aad passed. The report of
Commissicner Wells, of the Iuternal Rerenue Pureau,
was presenied and referred 1t will be found elsewhore
in our columos this morning. Is Commilies of the
Wheole Mr. Cary, a republican of Ollo, mada s lengiby
soasch in farar of pavise she ustional debt in legal

tander.
THE LEGISLATURE.

The two houses of the General Assembly of the State
of New York ware ealled Lo order sl eleven o'clock yes
Serday moroing.

lo the “coaie the locumbent subordinste officers were
ve-clected, After the appoioiment of ths usual com-
miliees Lo wail wpon the Geverner and the Assembly
aod the reading of tbe Goversor's message, she Pres'.
dent of the Senals, Lisvienant Governor Woodford, de-
liversd a welcomiong address. Noticea wers given of &
biil to repeal the Metropolitan Excise law, to create
Harbor disirict sod Board of Wharves and Plers in New
York, and relative to ibe powers and duties of the Re-
corder and City Judge of New York, 4

lo the Assembly Willsm Hitchman, democrat, ef
Few York, wan elected Speaker by eightesn majority
over Lhe republican candidste, The newly elecied
Bpeaker dolivered an addrest on taking the chair,
Sbanking tho Assembly for she Looar. The demoecratic
eandidstes for the suberdinate cMcos were alea alecied.
The usaal comm'iiees to walt upon ihe Govermor and
Beunate were appoiuted, and  recess was taken for the
Ppurposs of drawing for veats,

The Goverpor's mes=age will be found Ia full in ke
Solumas of ibe Henarp this morsing

MI2CELLANEQOUS.
' Our spesinl telezrapbic advices from St Dominge
Blate that the goversment bad led to Turks Inland, and
Pusaaveniurs Basz Lad been procisimed Fresideat,
Cabrai was expected to shdicate,

Qur specal telegrams from St Thomas state that the
United Btates Commirsl ner to take clbarge of the island
Was anziously expecied, the people expressing thelr
willingness 0 ba arpozed

The January statement of the publie debt shows the
tolal debl 1o be §2.042,315,253, while the cash in \he
Treawury s §134,200,603, Tuls Indicaten » decrosse In
the dobt during the past yoar of §35,100,522. Nut dar-
Ing tbe month of December an iecreats s Indicated of
$2,043,651 in the lolal debl, while 1be cash 1 the
Treanury i decreased by $2.070,217, tbus showing an
Bclual Increass of §6 910,503 in the debt duriog the
moath,

The conlest for the Usited Eiaten Seostorship in Ohle
80 sucoeed Hou, Wade, in waged in the taie Democratic
Convention between Thurman and Vallasdigham, They
Bre both confident of success, Lut Thorman i ua-
doubledly nbead,
| In the Lonisians Comvantion yerterday a foan ¢lal
gl:u was proposed making the warranis of the Conven.

o the ooly cows receleable o paymoent of tazen, but (¢
was defeated. Ouememberof the Couveniion raprossed
Bn opinion &r an iodividual that tke reconsiruciion laws

Wete upconstitulional,

Odin Bowle, the Governar ¢'eet of Mary!and, will be
fopsuguraied at Anoapeiin to day

An old eil'sen of Pepperill, Mass , was k!lled yoster.
€ay while riding Io & ale'gh wiit two ladiss by colliding
wilk & locomolive. Tbe iades were only elightly io.
Jured

Farrell Aall and the Teung Meo'n Coristisn Associe.
Rion bollding, in Chicage, wan bursed yesterday mors.

Ang, ievoiving a lows of $800,000. Oe Boll had given

Ul opening performance in the ball ke night previens
A grest many negro hovels, built fa out of the way

‘hiekete ar far from civilization #nd the main thorough-
re8 &8 Postible are poticeable now in Virgieia.

Frank J. McElroy, s Bockkeeper, killed bimwaif is

room In Fyracuse yewterdsy by shooling blmeell
rough the Lead o & 6t of wmeptsl depression.
Mr, Jumes W, Gorard dellvered an lnteresting and In-
ructive l=ciure on “Earibquakes snd Voleanoes' Iash
aing m the oid Triaity Chapsl, bafore a large and
Bpproecialiva sudisnes,
he Liquor Dealers’ Asseciation of hig eity held taglr

regular annual meeting last evening and slected
for the ensuing year mmumm‘d
Councilmen in passing & new Exclse ordifsnce
favorably discunsed,

Yesterday Garmess C. Baker was examined before
Cemmissioner Osbors on & charge of having, while sot-
ing in the capacity of paying teller in the Tradesmen's
Naiional Bank of this city, embezzled §10,000, the
property of ibat establishment. The testimony of Nr.
Berry, President of tbe tank, having been iskes, the
examination was adjourned to & future day.

A case came before Ltha Supreme Courl Chambers yes-
terday which Gazaway B. Lamar sues Charles A
Dana, fats Assistant Secrotary of War, claiming $100,000
damages for alloged lllegsl amd false arrest snd im-
prisnoment during the war. The maiter eame upon a
motion for the removal of the cagse for trial io the
United States Circuis Court, The court reserved lia
decision,

The cass of Cornell va. Cornell, an actlom for divorce
on the ground of alieged adultery of the wife, came be-
fore Judge Card st Supreme Court Chambers, on &
motlon 1o open & defsult iaken by plajutift, The irregu-
tarities complained of were of the most flugrant nature,
snd the decision of the court left the plaiotifl ia the un-
comfortable predicament of baviog Lwo wives, be Laving
married another woman sined the judsment by default
was taken,

The siock market was sirong and active yesterdav.
Government secarities were active and buoyani, eape-
clally five-twenties of 1862 and the old lssue of 1865,
Gold olosed at 1363 » 13874,

The advance in gold rendercd the markeis firmer as
a general thing, snd in maoy articles a falr business was
! ted. Coiton opened Yjc. lower, but closed active,
with the decline recovered, Colles wis sleady, On
'Change flour, wheat, corn and ofts were buoyaot
sand firm, with s fair demand. Pork was un-
cbanged, Beof waa im fair demand and steady.
Lard was active and firmly held, Freighis were Orm,
bui loas aciive. Naval slores and petroleum were
moderatoly active and s shade better, Wool was steady,
but sparingiy dealt in. The number of besef callie re.
celved yesterday was 1,020 head—505 at Communipaw
and 521 at Audson City. Prices wers unchanged, com-
mon to extra lots selling at from 14z, to 20c, per Ib,
Demand fair, Swine were fully {c. per Ib. higher, and
very scarce.  One lot heary prime sold as 8¢

The Governor’s DMessnge.

We publish to-day the Message of Governor
Featon to the State Legislature, It is &
lengthy, elaborate and not altogether uninte-
resting document, As far ns it relates to the

New York it may be read with some satisfac-
tion. When it travels beyond that into the
regions of general politica it becomes vapid
and worthless,

The Governor impresses upon us the neces-
sity, as a point of honor, of paying our share
of the public debt incurred by the war, as il
any one hesitated io ‘relieve himselt of this
obhgation ; snd upon this point he is exceed-
ingly prolix. And in this connection he reminds
us—tio our sorrow—ibat there are slxteen hun-
dred national banks in existence, with a capital
of four bundred and nineteen millions of dol-
lars and five bundred and sixty millions on
deposit ; but he doas not recall the fact that
these natlonal banks are dragging vast sums
from the subsiance of the people—that they
are eoriching a few corporations at the expense
of the general public.

Afier dwelling to a great extent upon sub-
jeets general to the whole country, the Gov-
ornor invites our attention to the State of New
York. He shows the debt of the State on Sep-
tember 30, 1867, after deducting tho balance
of sinking funds tinapplied, to be $44,114,692,

He assures us that, despite the solicitude con-
cerning the dbility of the State to sustain the
burdens resting upon it, and the predicted ap-
proach of financial trials, our resources and
malerial wealth bave vastly Increased, and
tbat o thorough revision of the tax apd asscss-
ment systems will obviate alf dificuliies, As
a fair measure of the material advance, he fays
that “ the New York city banks, in November,
1860, as represented by their loans, conducted
& business of $122,000,000, and at the same date
In 1867 the volume of their loans was nearly
$248,000,000, or more than double the business
of 1860. Hardly less significant, if not in so
great o ratio, is the advance in most all depart-
ments of business snd enterprise, s will be
found by reference to the tables of commerce
and tonnage, rallroad and insurance capital,
mercantile, manufacturing and mechanical em-
ployments, and the value of real and personal
estate,” .

Concerning the canal debt, we are told that
upon the average basls of receipts for the last
seven years the whole indebtedness will be
extinguished in 1874. The debt due to the
State for war purposes has been redaced to
$650,286, and that is to be sewtled shorlly by
the War Department. The National Guard is
represented to be in a flourishing wod advane-
ing condition, including now forty-five thousand
officers and men.

The publie charitles and State prisons re
ceive a porilon of the Governor's attention,
and are treated of somewhat in detail, Re-
lating to quarantine, emigration and the publie
heslth, the reports are satisfactory. In the har-
bor of New York during the past year 242,738
immiyrants were landed, realizing a fund to
the Commissioners of Emigration—at the per
capila rute of §2 60—of the magnificent sum of
over & million dollars for commulation tax
alone,

The Goversor indulges in some vague
thecries about speeial logislation, and alludes
to the fact that & large number of bills
of this character were rushed through during
the last ten duys of the late session, four
hundred and nineiy-four of which he bad not
time to sign before the adjournment. This,
however, is & common custom, but it onght to
be amended ; and that we bave altogsther too
much leghlation s undoubtedly true, when
we consider that about eighty per ceat of the
bil's passed are jols

On the matier of publie education we learn
bat ibe amount paid for the Common School
fund by the government last Fear was
$1,403,163, by voluntary loeal taxation
$5,501,571, and from rate bilis and other gources
$1,000,000. The number of children atlending
the schools were 30.62 per cent of tho entire
number between five and twenty-ona years, or
44.54 per cent of the whole number of children
between wix and seventeen yonrs of age. These
subjects, which are of intereat to the State of
New York, Governor Fenton touches upon
Lere and there in bis Measage ; but ho dilates
sltogetbor too much upon nalional ques
tions, reconstraction, the defunct confederacy,
and the condition of the South, which is mere
waste of space, and might aore properly be
embodied in olher documenls than a Gover
nor's Message.

Verr Dornrror—~With all the tinkering of
tho radicals of Congress to get the ten vulside
Southern Siates reinstaled on the hasis of
negro supremacy in seazon for the Presidontial
eleclion, will they succeed? Very doubiful,
Without vhose Stater will they swcceed in the
Presidentlal election?! Very doubtful. Will

they bead off Audy Jobosou! Very doubiful,

financial and other interests of the State of,

the Hpeeial Opmmissiover of
the Revenue.

The main purposes of this Important and
interesting report, which Is published in
to-day's Herarp, have bsen to exhibit the
present state of the national finances, so far as
the debt and annual obligations for expendi-
tare are concerned, and to discuss the condi-
tions under which the revenue required in
order to meet such expendilures may be raised
by taxation with the least detriment to the
productive power and the welfare of the whole
country. The report is based upon the inves-
tigations which the Special (ommissioner bas
made, not only as to the sources of national
revenue, the best me'hods of collecting re-
venue, the administration of existing revenue
laws, and the relations of fereign trade to
domeslic industry, but also aa to the revenue
systems and industrin]l condltions in Great
Britain and some of the leading States of con-
tinental Europe. A visit to Europe and a per-
sonal examination of its various revenue sys-
tems has emabled Mr. Wells fo compare the
financial condition and prospecis of the Uniled
States with those of other nations. He pre-
sents a picture full of encouragement in re-
spect to our own financial and Industrial future.
His conclusions are :—* That the Uniled States
is the only one of the leading nations of the
world which is, at present, materlally dimin-
ishing Its debt and reducing its taxes ; and
the only one, moreover, which offers any sub-
stantial evidence of its ability to pay its debt
within any, definite period, or even anticipates
the probability of any such occurrence.”
Mr. Wells even feels authorized to say that the
people of the United States have great cause
for congratulation that the wave of commer-
cial depression which, since the termination of
their war, has swept over the commercial
contres of the whole civilized world bas
brought eo little of disaster to their intercsts,
inasmuch as there is mot to-day a couniry in
Europe in which the paralysls of industry I8
not greater, the fallures more numerous and
the prospect of an early return of commsrela
prosperity and activity less encouraging than
in the United States,

One thing ot least, if, as In Mr. Wells’
opinion, no olher, may be considered as baving
been seltled by the financial experience of the
past three years, and this is the marvellous
capacity of the country for revenue, “ which
has been proved to be equal, under the most
unfavorable conditions, to every requirement
for expenditure and for the extinguishment of
the debtat a rate which finds no precedent in
the history of any other mation.”” A single
instance cited by Mr. Wells illustrates in a
siriking and suggestive manner the productive
power of the country to meet current expendi-
tures and reduce or extinguish debt. We refer
to the fact that the estimated present average
annual value of the apples alone scnt to mar-
ket from eight of the sixty counties of the
State of New York—viz, four and a half to
five millions of dollars—is sufficient to pay the
interest on the entire State debt and add
about two millions annually to the sinking
fund ; so that if all other forms of industry or
production in the State of New York should
cense to contribute to the State debt, but the
apple trees in those eight counties should con-
tinue to grow and produce, their annual pro-
duct, if devoted to this purpose through the
patriotism of thelr owners, would In less than
ten years extinguish the whole debt, 1ucl'u§m
the present unliquidated cost (fifieen millions)
of the Erie canal. This single instance may
serve to suggest the incalculable material
strength and development of the whele nation,
and to sllence all who are disposed to croak
about its inability either to carry or to extin-
guish the national debt. The figures speak
eloquently on this point in the review by Mr.
Wells of the present condition of the capital
and industry of the country, wod of
their  ability to sustain  the necessary
burden of taxation. The Commissloner shows
with what wonderful rapidity the conntry, as a
whole, is recovering from the effects of the
war' and resuming its normal condition of
development and progress. Immigration,
which makes a positive yearly addition to the
wealth and producing capacity of the couniry
of not less than one hundred and fifty millions of
dollars; a continued increase in the invention
of machinery and the perfociing of processes for
improving and cheapening products; an in-
crease im the qnantity snd walue of the
national agricaltural products—the aggregate
crops of all kinds for the year 1867, although
leas in some respects than what was antici-
pated, baving exceeded, both in quantity and
value, those of any previous year; an increase
inthe capital invested, and In the number and
capacity of establishmeuta for manufacturing
purposes; the Increase in the production of
pig iron, of anthracite ecul, of petroleum; the
inerease of tonnage on the northera lakes and
other inland waters; the increase in the earn-
ings of the leading railroads; the inerosse in
the aggregate business of the couniry, and
particularly that of the principal eities; the
incronse in the number of hoases erccted dur-
ing tho past yeur, estimaied to be groater than
in any former year of our national existencoy
in fne, all our mnldplying sources of in-
creased prosperity wre indicated by the Com-
missioner as full of promise for the future,

Mr. Wells, sngeesting an cslimale of onr
national annual expenditure at one hundred
and forty milliovs for ordinary expenses, one
bundred and thirty millions for inlerest and
fiity millions for the reduction of the principal
of the debt, intimates his belief that it would
ba easy for the whole counlry, with its labor
and capital restorad to produclive employ-
mente, to meet this annual expendilure by
menns of a per capila taxation of pi!ht dollars
nnd seventy three cenls, which, moreover, con-
tinued at the same rate, wonld extingnish the
principal of the debl in less than twanty yenars,
The Commissioner refers in dotail to distilled
spirits, fermonted liquors, tobaeco and its
manufactures, income, etamps, lngacies and sne-
cessions, banks, railroads, salaries and the
other internal revemue sources, as yielding
one hundred and ffty-two million dollars,
which lenves a deficiency of eighteen millions
nocessary to make up the enm of one hundred
and sevenly mililons that was, according to
previous esiiiantes, Lo be provided for from in-
ternal revenue soutecd  To meot fhls de-
Bcicney the so-enlled * special” or ¢ |lconen”
taxes and the taxes on sales may Lo relied on
The reccmmendations of the Commissloner
for reform in the revenue adminlstration, and
particularly his six recommendations relativa
to the retrenchment of expenditures, which *he
derma absolutely indispeasable in the various

sphoreg of the public servige, are bighly ju-

dlclons'snd merlt the sorlotis sonsideration of
Congreas, Even the greatest monomaniacs
among the radioals in Congress mighs well be
diverted from their pet hobbies by thé fadts
set forth in the report of the Special Commis-
sioner of the Revenue, and be induced to de-
vote a little time to the financial and lmlutgisl
interesta of the country.

Sonator Howard’s Report on the Suapension
eof Secretnry Stanton.

We publish this morning the materlal points

of Senator Howard’s report on the reasons

submitled to the Senate by President Johnson

for his suepension of Mr. E. M. Stanton as Sec-

retary of War, Mr. Howard fully justifies the

refusal of Mr. Btanton to resign at the Presi-

dent’s request, on the ground of “grave public

considerations,” end charges the suspension to
a factious spirit of hostility to the Reconstrue-
tion laws of Congress on the part of the Presi-
dent, Mr. Johnson is further accused of garbling
a oertain telegraphic despatch of General Baird
touching the New Orleans riot, and of sup-
pressing certain important facts in refurence
to said riot; and bis complaint upon this
acere against the Secretary of War, Mr.
Howard says, “bns not even the merit of
plausibility.”” Instead of nceding tho in-
formation of General Baird's despatch Mr.
Johnson, it is further charged, was
“kept fully informed by Rozier, Voorhees,
Herron and others (implicated in the riot) of
what was going on, and seems to have con-
cealed it designedly from the Secretary.”

In conclusion, the committee recommend
the passage of & resolution, and that it be cer-
tified to the President, to wit :—“That having
considered the evidence and reasons given by
the President in his Message of the 16th of De-
cember, 1867, for the suspension of Edwin M.
Stanton from the office of Secretary of War, the
Senate do not concur in such suspension’—
which brings the issue to a decisive test, one
way or the other, on the merits of the Tenure

of Offioe law. Mr, Johndon, In pimply mis-
pending Statiton, Iistead I#Hg a removal,

and in glving his reasons to the Senate for the
suspension, has complied with the terms of the
law relating to the tenure of office. But this
law further declares that unless the Senate
shall concur in the President's reasons for any
suspension under the law made in the recess
of Congress, the officer concerned shall be re-
instated in his office; and this is the point to
which this resolution of the Senate will bring
Mr. Jobnson.

Assuming that the resolution will be passed,
will Mr, Stanton be reinstated? No, according
to our information ; for Mr. Johnson will refuse
to recognize Mr. Stanton on applying for res-
toration,’and will probably submit his consti-
tutional reasons to the Senate for this course.
What, then ? Mr, Stanton must then retire
from the fleld or carry up his case to the
Supreme Court for a decision on the constitu-
tionality of the Tenure of Office law—a decision
which Mr. Johnson, 1t is said, desires to obtain.
Mr. Stanton, however, may relieve the Senate
from the danger of a judgment against the law
by declining to press his elaim. In either
event, we suspect the conclusion will be
1 another viotory for Andrew Johnson.

The New Itallan Cabinet.
M. Menabrea, as appears from our cable

despatches, has at last been successful in
reorganizing his Cabinet It is difficult to
ds whotbg 88 OF B

ﬁnh{a, but y It may
fortune. Thé most that can be said with
safety is that the choice lay between Menabrea
and Ratazzi, and that Menabroa means peace
and Ratarzi means war. Mepabrea is as
anxious that Rome should become the capital
of Italy as Ratazzi is or can be; but the former,
much as he wishes that Italy were one and
Indivisible, dreads open collision with France,
and prefers to await the e of events;
whereas the latter, impatient of all delay and
indignantly opposed to all interference, would
give expression to the popular will fearless of
France or of any other foe. Menabrea in
power means that the Italian government hopes
for the setflement of the Roman question by
moral rather than by material means ; Ratazzi
in power means thul the Roman question must
be gettled, by moral suasion if possible, by
material force if necessary, but by all means
settled. Menabrea in office has saved Italy
from war ; Ratazzi in ofice would by this time
have set Europe ablaze. It is of course a
queation to which difforent minds will return
different answers, which of the two men is
better suited to the occasion. We are willing
to accord to Rotazzi bravery, alihongh we
cannot acquit him of rashness ; but Menabrea
we cannot refuse to credit with both wisdom
and caution. Let us hope (hat Italy may
obtain Rome without further bloodshed.

What Our Amusemonts Cost.

A single glance at the inlernal revenue
reinrns of the moiropolitan theatres for the
past year, which we publish in anotber ecolumn
of the Herarn, will show what an important
item of expenditure amusements are, and what
liberal, steady patrons they find among us
Three million dollars only represent the
amount of money paid for admission to (he
theatres, but three times that sum would not
be sufficient to show the other expenses, both
of manager and andience, connected with
amusements. First, the manager has to engage
& large number of employéa besides the regu-
Inr company, and beforo a piece of any note
in placed on the stage hundreds of dollare
must be spent for sconery, dresses, musle, &o.
In the case of o spectacle and ballet like the
“Black Crook" the expenscs are, of course,
doubled. Awmusements cost the audience far
more than the more price of admlsgion. Car.
ringe hire, supper, epecial toilet for the
theatre, and numberloss little Items of exponse
known to theatre-goers may be Included in
the bill when & gentleman accompanies a lady
to a place of amasement.  The receipts of the
New York theatros for the last year far exceed
those of London or Paris, Twenty-two eatab-
lishmeonts in New York and ita suburb, Brook-
Iyn, relurn over three million dollars as their
recelpla. Niblo's scems to have made, from a
single spectacle, double the amount of money of
any of the other thealres—a siriking comment
on the state of the drams at tho present day.
Wallack’s and the Olymplie come next in order
of receipts, and the' Circus follows close on
their totals, The fall and winter scason,
despite the stagnation of business, exhibits an
increase of palronage in the majorily of the
theatres. The returns conclusively show what
houses produced novelties and suporior atirac-

tiooy thig season. Some manazors have

doubled toeir former receipis this winter, and
others have been financislly wrecked beyond
the hope of salyatlon. The present year bas
opened gloomily, sgd the financisl prosptots
of the greater number & the ‘ﬂsutres for the
balancé OF the season are sty WOre Bloomy.
Still, the more enterprising of our gamment
caterera are preparing cholco itblts for their
patrons, regardless of exponse, and are resolved
to stake all on the issue. What the spring may
bring forth in the amusement line remains to
be seen.

Nenator Mherman’s New Coinnge Bil.
Mr. Sherman bas introduced a bill in the
Senate to change the coinage of the United
States in some respects and to change the
standard of the metals so as to conform to the
French standard. It is proposed to make the
five dollar plece agree with the iwenty-five
tranc piece of France, and to make other sizea
and denominations of our colnage conform in
the same proportion to the French standard.
The value of the gold coins is to be stamped
on them both in dollars and francs, and if Eng-
land enters into this monetary arrangement
the pound sterling is to conform to the five
dollar piece, and then that value also would
be stamped on the coin. All foreign coins 8o
conform/ng are to boe a legal tender in all pay-
ments whatsoever. Thers are some other pro-
vigiona In the bill, but these are the chief onea.
The object is to bring about aunification of
the coinage of the world, or, at least, of that of
the principal commeroial nations. The bill
appenrs to be based on the recommendations
of the monetary conference held at Paris last
year, and upon the report of Mr. Ruggles, the
United States delegate to that conference.

No doubt such a unificatign of the metallic
currency of the great commercial nations
might be convenlent in breaking up the busi-
ness of the small money changers, and might

TOURNAMENT OF THE BKATE

New York and Brookiyn Steel Shod="
Sknting Ponds,

The'time bas arrived in tho history of skating whe

it ean be regarded almost a3 & One art, The scient’ !

syirls 4nd whirls and dezterous currings that are o | Ji

combined with paa2® 8ad rapid movement of the scie: |

7 -t - e o
it performer are Worthy nol enly <1 #ch & positien
but of genera! emulation, To note the progress of thi
necomplishment a5 & pastime and its progression from
rude and unpolishad custom to an established, pleasant
and bealthfu! exerciae for the deleciation of nll classes,
is intersesting in the extreme and suggestive of reflec-
tion.,

Where & fow years since the members of the gentler
sex would rather remain within doors, Ia the almosphere
of srufecially beated spariments, lhey now don shawis,
muffs, tippets snd boss, and, Dbidding adiea te \
old Lithit laws, enjoy a healihy breath of |
nuurap.m ‘nmf’ American men &Rd women bave |
in years gone back not taken alr  and
oxercise enough 18 m minerable fact. [t bas stared us
i Lhe face by lack of nqgll in the mer and of bloom
inthe one ball ing like hothouse flowars,
the other n race of umfortunate, overworked bipsda
But this great error bas been dwcoversd, and e
the falr Indies of our counlry are now, in the muny onte
door sports thst bave in their laudable pursuits the
resarvation of life, caught the charm of heauiy and the
iecalng of health, which will in the meridiau of thele
Hives ba & Jov, instead of winking Into sarly valetudine.
risnlsim, Among the pasiimes the more popular 8
pkuling—in faes, this healthfa!, pleasant exercise, from
the symmetry, grace, besuty and sell-possession %
evokes, transcends them all,
“You tell Hime there'sn bully skating dowa here—I'm
going,” was the excited shout from the lipsof & fair,
goldon heired boy, dressed in elegant costume and with
a pair of tiny skates dangliog over his shoulder, sesm~
ingly just from his mother's band and heart—
yautord as e raa to one of |
the prominont lkul'ng ds 1n the city, and his ex
pression waa the kay to the great enthusiasm that
vaded the many thonsands of ladies, gentlemen, ladr
and [nssies as they wended their way ‘o the fcene o

ort, the carnival of fun, thal was obsorved throughou'
Tﬂ. dey and evening uwpon the skating ponds of New
York and vicinity, excesding in bri/llanty anything thak
has been witnossed this season.

The ice that had by natars of the weathar for saversd ]' i
days been o/ a consistency to preciwde the indulgence of
the exhi'arating pursait, that makes war on pullor and
languor, becama by the sharp, bracing nights of Satur-
day and Sumday of such character to open again om
Monday the carnivalistic skaling eporis, The
both in New York, Brookivn and Jersey Lity, leading t@
the sireets and avemues adjacent to the ke
ing ponds severally localed there ware fllled ta
repletion  Genllemen left their business to have a fow
hours' pleazure, while many of the male rex withoul
bnaipess followsd thelr example; and ladies with a
tendant cavaliera and misses with bean~ = -

ay morning,

and thus from “morn ***' me-

save people from the litile shaves fo which
Wy a0 Bom gt gyi U ould bave
Scarcely any or no effect upon great commere
cial and banking exchanges. But we cannot
see that this proposed change would be of the
least value fous or to any of the other nations
when paper is the currency. It may be eaid
that we shall raturn to specie payments by and
by. Perhaps we may ; but it is possible we
may find a paper currency the best, the most
stable and the leasi likely to be deranged,
and that herealter we may regard gold and
silver simply a8 articles of commerce, the same
as cotlon, wheat, tin or lead are regarded.
It may not, under any circumstances, be con-
venient or prudent to return to specie pay-
ments for some time., Then the other nations
may be plunged into troubles, revolution or
war, and have to resort to a paper currency.
France for many years during the revolution-
ary period bad nothing but paper money,
and specie payments were suspended nearly
thirty years in England. May not such times
come again? Neither we nor they are sure of
maintaining a metallic currency even were it
now universally restored. There is no neces-
gily for such a bill and it would be of no
earthly value to us. The introduction of it
shows a disposition to be tinkering over small,
unimportant matters, while the country is
groaning under burdens and bad legislation
that e=!l for removal.

Bat wh- should not this great country have
its own ind2pendent monetary system? Why
should we not adhere to our simple decimal
denominations without stamping the French

‘ ﬁn sh money terms upon our goins?

5§ Whuld b8 batter & more almple than
our dselm 318, and &E%TEII nations like

] -

to conform to it all very well; vt We do not
want to go out of the way in the matter or form
any Earopean entangling alllances, monetary
or otherwise. The time isnot far off when, from
our mighty growth, enlerprise and geographi-
cal position, we shall give laws to the rest of
the world in monetary, financial and commer-
cial matters. The greenback legal tender is
our currency now, and a good one it is. We
may find that it, or some other government
issue like it, may be the best enrrency in the
future, It may be that we are going to change
the ideas of the world in this respect, as we
have in other respects, Alall events, baving
a paper currency al the present time, and not
knowing when we may have any other, itis a
waste of time and allogether out of place to
be legislating on a unification of metallic cur-
rency for the world.

Tar Arsany Losey.—With the democrats in
possesgion of the Assembly and the ropublicans
in occupation of the Benale at Albany there
are some innocent people who, perhaps, think
that the lobby jobs and jobbers ofeach will be
neutralized by the jobbers and jobs of the
other, so that this Legislature will be without
much profit to the lobby on either side, and
that accordingly the taxpaying people will
bave occasion to be thankful. We fear, how-
ever, that all snch estimates of the new Legis-
Inture will prove delusive in the course of five
or gix weeks. The Albany lobby believes
that every lawmaker at Albany, republican or
demoorat, has his price, and if it can be paid
and #till leave a good margin of profit to the
lobby the man Is bonght, By way of illustra-
tion, if there is o greenhorn who supposes that
the ascendancy of Tammany in the Assembly
kille off the Brondway Surface Railroad job, let
him wait a little, till the lobby gels Its machinery
adjusted, and he will be & wiser man,

THE METROFOLITAN FIRE DEPARTMENT.

The report of Chiof Engineer Klogsland, of the
Motropolitan Fire Dopartment, which bas ,just becn
forwarded to COovornor Fenton, comtalne some very
interosting information concerning the workings of the
Depariment during the past yoar and the improvements
wich he I8 of the opinion might and ought Lo be Intro.

ald
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The character o with otber details of intarest
B oaHms Sa Fale “"1 Jpublic rinks of the
city and suburbs are notod herewiih =

New York.
MFTOHELL'S PIFTH AVENUE FARK POND,

The ice at this pond was excellent, and from early
morning uotll Iate at night tbe throng was [otense,
Many ladiss, recognlzed as the most graceful and expert
in the art of skating 1o Lhe city, visited i, among them
the Misses Powsll, Jackson, Miller, Coughton and Wi.
on, beiween whom and the mombers of the New York

Skating C'ub there was pleasant rivalry. They executed
many difficult and graceful evoluilons, At might the
fires upon the embankment surroundiog the pond and
pleasant music gave zest to the scono. Gold medals will
eoon be conlended for in the maiter of champion ekating
by ladiea hers.

l

THE PARK FONDA
The appearance of the pond skating signals on the
clty rallroad cars dan in ty pl ble fesling
yesterday mormng in the
sockeors, “'The Dball's up

of muoy

" exclaimed hundreds of
the sturdy sons of toil, a8 each of them dashed
off to pre for a grand Sournament on the lse,
Early in the'day the skaters begin to arrive in groups of
iwo, three of more, and commence operations on (be
lassy suriace of the Iakés: bui it waanot until sbout am
bour later that the concourse could pruperiy be cons
sidered at all Iarge, During the wext twe hours, how.
ever, the gathering inwed o ot
floally thers were upwardsof thirty thousand persons of
both sexes shooting hither amd thither ln every cub-
ceivable direcidon, aod with & rapidity of motion Im
keeping with the mnrbmmw velocity of
Youog America, The fine, . crisp weather, delight-
mir sofiened by the sunny warmth of old Sol, mate-
rally enbanced the pleasure of the afternoon. Although
at one time iLsvan feared, from & growing weakness
the Ice along the western shore of the lake, particularly
at & point nesr the lad e’ ge, thatag |

would bave to be made, the nuble sheet bore its preclous
burden without the slightest incident in the way ef
breakages baving occurred. The stylea of dress worm
by the feminine portion of the skalerml multitade were
a8 varied as the beauly and g iy
indicated the wordly circumstances of the owner, Exe
cept ina few solitary inetances, large boops were em-
tirely lemored, and s marked preference for walking
dresses was plainiy discernible. The favorite colors,
to judge from what was most worn, s‘emed (o be
purpie and blue, and the style of bead gear used wad
also varied. Here mighi be seen a sviph-like blonde ia
blue, with a luxuniant wealih of wavy, siiken light hatr,

ﬂomg‘ the Dutch rile, |n company with & spruce look~

105 waey o288 dropped out of & bapdbox. Before one's

ové Dos tAK of this &nur pur
sutom with a

ong comes thy ﬂm‘ﬁ
gatlol m towr, Fp; tn
style, with an abundance of red and

fix

an axemiies e
bale

Teen, an
Pompadour. Next whizzes pasta 'lquu'll. brunette
aroon slik and hair done up ia Ian curls, with

ofgoid In fromt. Another dark-eyed besuly im
veiv uca“. m:.? ':“ t;‘l:lll uir short walking
dress, ™ . Bppkir o pheasant-
featherad uf::l palnis and ds, while em=
desvoring 1o cut some French capers, caused quile &
sensation, particularly amoag shal portlon ﬂ m_
tendance whose daily bread is earned by moafiri
sush fabrics. The ever clanging crowd of olad
Gothamites, glidiog In & sarpent-like waltz 0 the mue
sical murmuriage of the congealed water, heighlonsd
by the snow- shrubbery along the shores, pre-
sonted o picture of an exceedingly Lmlu cliaracior,
The only voticeable addiiion this in the way of
improvements I8 the introduction of gas In lien of the

eystem of kerosene Illuminating. Gas Ismps with
large rellectors bave the shore of the
lake at intervals ¢f whoul forty yards, which, whem
&h:‘d. give a very briliiant appearance Lo the soone om

Altbough thousands viaited ihe ponds liere the lce wag
solid and smooth, The usual illuminations took place
st night, and among the throngs wers many ladies In
elegant skaling costumen

OATMAN'S FIFTRA AVENTE POND,

There has been great difficulty in getting the jee Im
enndition at this retreat, but on Monday, Ly great exer-
tiom, it was in good condition. With (ne crowd present
there were many siars In the skating firmament. Te-
day a gold raedal will be coutended for by Iadiss at this

park.
Under the jud I.“m“.' n;n. h
n e Judicious treatwent of scrapers the fos was
exceilont hare. The music and illuminsiions in the
evening and the attractions throughoutl the day drew
together wany of talent (n the akatorial ark
Brookiyn,
CNIOS POXD,

By adevice for culling and pisaing ice, possesred
alone by the propristor of this Inke, there has here
been solld, smooth and thick lee 'for meversl days—
decidedly tho bess seen this season. Monday and yege
terday, from early in the morning unill alter midaight,
thousands. not only from t he Eastern dletrict, but rrom
this city, met logether, many recoguised as sxperts In
munte:rulu Groups joned hands bers aod there
upon the glib surface, while & coierie would ever and
anon crowd about soma one whode evolutions ware
orginal and difficu/t.  Thoss who did not indulge in the
pleasures of the oceaslon found pieassal pooruns for
signt-seeing In (ke cotey roception rooms and the unique
pagoda tbat adorne the Inke. There is every arrange-
ment made Lere for the comfort of vissors.

EATRLLITR PoND.

This pond is growing grestly in favor. The jce v in
fne condition,  Amosj; the many at ous soon tn be l

resented by the proprietor s m rmee with loe bonts of

I# own eaustruetion, They will be sailed by ladies,
and in shix section the scene will Le mew and of pecas
limr interest,

CAPTOLINE POND,

This rotread (o 4 favorite with the Brookiynites, and
whea the ice Is |8 good condition, aa yesterday and
Wondar, It s Nlled with vieitore, During the day thers
wers many Indies, lads and misses Ipduiging ia the
aporty and at 0ight the bi of h
amid the straine of masic and beneath the gliare of cal
clom |ights, found pleasure to their conteat.

CENTHAL POND,

This new pond, situated in South Brooklyn, Is alread
an (nstisution, Soms two thousand persons visiled
yestorday and were gresily pleased s the condition of
e lce,  In a few davs tuore will be & skating match
belween professionals,

From & a3 thig article is written, the dee

duced into the organization. During tbe year
Novembor 80, according to the reporl, thare were
eight huodred and thirty fires sod alarms, of which
ninety.one were incendlary origin, Duriug the same
period thirty-aix arrests wers made of persons suspecied
of arson, of whieh number fourteen were dlacharged by
the police magisirates for want of suflielent svideuce to
convich the accused and the remainder wore “‘variously
disposed of.""  Tha total loss by fire was $8,711,000, enly
one-ihird of which was insured. The Chief Engiveer
aton that the number of fires during the past yoear an
comparad with that of previous years bhaa not decreased,
but the jossen wers not #o grest.  The lotal ferce
of mea in the depariment, imsluding the emgin

i 820, Thers are now in the ase of the Departmen
20,075 feaikof hose, of which 43,075 fesl are in good and
27,600 feet jo ordinary conditlon. Ou sn alsrmn of fire
an averags of one.sixeh of the eniire force proceeds o
e place Indical and If the alerm s repented thin
number Is (nerea to enebird. The time ailowed
eaclh company for harassting the horses and leaving the
houses in resiricied Lo Lwenty.five raconda,

The use of second class stentiers s wirong!y recom.
manded on account of the scareily of the rupply of
walar al the hydrants sad the lighiness of the sugines,
Four new stenmers will be required daring tho present
yoar. Tha purcaass of 16,000 fest of hose of combion.
ton rubber, Gaylord nup'ltll'. In urged, He eloses by
advocaling the purchase of n small propelisr for use In
ca=es of fire (n tho shipping, and the rigid enlorcement
l of o inw agsinst the sloruge of gombaajible myloriai

within she gty lmiew = - - ;

votess of the ari of skating in this vicinily will have sa
much of this exbiiarsting aport s hearts can wish fee.

THE PRPLE RING.

Fight on the New Jersey Plank Rond.
Yesterday morning & fight came off batweon Mike
MeCalloy, & buteher hoy from Waahiogton Markel, ana
Patsey M for $100 aside, DBefore the ring waa
pitched & censiable made his appsarance and ordcred
tham Lo disperve, which order was Oouted, and the ofi-
cor lalt. AL the termination of the wweniy-first round
the ory of '‘police’’ was raised, & party baing observed
coming along Lhe and at once principals, seconde
and took 1o their neels, the principals grtting
Into veticlos nnd |éaving the oflicers & long dintance b
hind, The pary puiled up at s botel near Uniow Hil,
where & room was engaged and sizx more rounds
ware fought, when iike appearsd to L Josing ground;
but just then ¥ struck him o b'ow which the re'e-
ren dociared fonl, and awarded the fight te ¥iks, mneh
w0 the diegustof huq # [riends, who tharsipon pitohed
into the raferes, whe was kicked down siairs
named V' Halloran was stabbed inthe melce,

M Baldwin, the Irish Ginnt,
The seeoud entertainmant for the benefit of Ned
O'lnidwin and him friend Jack Hicks took place ap
Union Hall inst evening. - The hall was crowded wih
rmnlmt members of the prize ring and boxers uf eo.
sbrily, Barney Aaron sel to with Hioke and O'bald-
win with Dunn and Welsh, while many lesser lighta
offared thetmtolves ay IArgele for vhy delesigtion of the

& mua




